	
  

	
  

1543 A Wazee Street
Denver, CO 80202
303.893.4234
www.davidbsmithgallery.com

	
  

Media Contact:
Whitney Carter | Director
whitney@davidbsmithgallery.com

	
  
	
  
	
  

• FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE •
Adam Milner: Echo Chamber
June 5 – July 3, 2015

	
  

Opening Reception: Friday, June 5, 7-9 pm
Free and open to the public / Artist in Attendance
Artist Tours: Saturday, June 13, 2 pm / Thursday, June 18, 6 pm / Saturday, June 27, 2 pm

David B. Smith Gallery is pleased to announce the upcoming installation by Adam Milner in its project space. Milner will be filling the intimate
space with a tableaux of objects culled from his personal experiences. According to Milner “there is a loneliness in grasping onto things that do
not return your embrace.” In Echo Chamber, he meticulously addresses this loneliness head on, with the precision of an anthropologist and the
longing sentiment of a lover.
These seemingly disparate objects - a cherry stem tied by the mouth of a stranger, the wig of a woman who died unmet by the artist, a lover's
wisdom tooth cast in pure silver, an acrylic nail from a drag queen, two vintage owl tchotchkes from the same mold, the clog removed from a
blocked drain – are assembled on tables as delicately as fossils. These carefully placed objects work together to reconstruct fleeting moments
in time and are all imbued with significance from what they represent to the artist, rather than any value inherent in their objectness.
Ranging from deeply personal and intimate to mass produced or generic, each thing is a
memorial unto itself. Carefully collected, preserved, or painstakingly duplicated, these
objects act as surrogates of past moments. These things, which the artist has diligently
collected in an effort to grasp the ephemeral, serve as modern day relics. Indeed, many of
the objects also hearken to the religious relic – bodily in nature and safely kept as an
object of reverence. The installation serves as a reliquary – a container of all these
significant objects that have become more than their physical construction.
Imbued with complex histories, each object contains stories, memories, and projections—
during the course of the exhibition, Milner will offer guided tours in the form of storytelling
performances. The tables and the careful arrangement of objects create both a literal and
symbolic flatness, as silver, a clump of hair, and a ceramic figurine all take on the same
status: thing. Our relationship to objects is more complex than ever, as they serve as
proxies for and extensions of ourselves.

Installation View, Echo Chamber, Adam Milner, 2015

Guided Tours (approx. 30 minutes):
Saturday, June 13, 2pm Replicas
Thursday, June 18, 6pm A Few Stories About Trauma and a Few Stories about Love (Same Stories)
Saturday, June 27, 2pm Collectors Tour: Value, Ownership, Etc.

About Adam Milner
Adam Milner was born in Denver and received a BFA from the University of Colorado at Boulder, graduating summa cum laude, as well as a
BS in Journalism and Mass Communication, and currently attends Carnegie Mellon University’s School of Art for a MFA. Adam Milner’s
practice relies on rigorously documenting his own life and experiences as a way to examine intersections of loneliness, narcissism, and
vulnerability. By compiling the data of his everyday, complex archives emerge over time - intimate and automatic, vulnerable yet machine-like.
Through using himself as a case study, his everyday becomes a method of production that allows him to simultaneously explore private details
of his life while also interrogating larger cultural phenomena, including issues of privacy, our relationships with and through objects, and what it
means to be human in an increasingly digitally mediated world. Milner lives and works in Pittsburgh.
About David B. Smith Gallery
David B. Smith Gallery is committed to presenting intelligent and culturally relevant exhibitions in its Denver location, featuring the region’s
most important emerging talent alongside internationally recognized artists. Through its curatorial program, participation in art fairs, and
extensive media coverage in publications such as Art in America and ARTnews, David B. Smith Gallery has cultivated a strong regional,
national and international collector audience. The New York Times hailed the gallery as offering "an exciting contrast of cutting edge works.”
The gallery also maintains an active publishing division, which produces exhibition catalogues and editions.
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